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Lawyer Friends of Wine:  
2014 Halftime   
By Christopher Blunden 
 

We started the year with our consistently 
reliable annual January event, LFW's 
Winter Follies, again generously hosted by 
Mike & Sharon Marron at their wonderful 
home. Our madcap wine contest brought 
new discoveries and prizes for the winners 
of our Cellar Master awards and Peoples’ 
Choice awards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our February luncheon was hosted by 
Robert Sinskey Vineyards, featuring Cellar 
Master Rod Santos helping us to appreciate 
his career move to team up with this 
Silverado Trail source of subtle, elegant, 
wines with a touch of bright acidity that 
have the ability to age gracefully  –  just as 
we all should.  

Pursuant to Article VII Section 1 of our 
Bylaws, our timely Annual Meeting occurred 
in March 2014 as part of our wonderful 
Cellar Treasure Dinner. We returned to 
Villa Taverna for an evening of fine wine, 
food and fun. Tastevins were awarded to a 
bevy of aficionados for their three years of 
active membership, including Gary Lepper, 
Steve Enochian, Louis Weller, Scott Reep, 
Glenn Friedman, Gerard Mannion, and 

James Balich. (Also eligible: Shannon 
Hansen, Paul Hoeber, and Robert Lieff.) 
  

 
 

Election results revealed Christopher 
L’Orange, Steve Martin and James 
Morando were re-elected to the Board of 
Directors, and Officers for the year are 
President: Eric Behrens, VP/Secretary: Rod 
Marraccini, and VP/Treasurer: Christopher 
L’Orange. Mike Marron noted the road to 
presidency is paved by active membership 
which includes attending events, serving on 
committees, and serving as an officer.   

Suzanne Boucher spearheaded our superb 
May event at Canihan Family Cellars 
located in Sonoma, on the border of the 
Sonoma Coast and Carneros Appellations.  

 

Our merry band enjoyed hors d'oeuvres, 
delightful wines, a Q&A tour and lunch in 
the vineyards.  

How does one who favors big Cabs and 
deep dark Petite Syrahs wind up buying a 
case of Rosé? Taste Bill Canihan’s – our 
congenial host/owner/founder makes it the 
hard way, as in France: no irrigation. 

http://www.robertsinskey.com/
https://canihanwines.com/about-us


In June we enjoyed a unique Urban Wine 
Experience event in Oakland, starting with 
a tour and tasting at the boutique Dashe 
Cellars whose winemaking team of Michael 
and Anne Dashe share a combined 40-plus 
years of experience at such noted wineries 
as Château Lafite-Rothschild, Château La 
Dominique, Ridge Vineyards, Cloudy Bay, 
Far Niente, Chappellet, and Schramsberg 
Wine Cellars.  

LFW’s Historic First 

Next, a few blocks away near Jack London 
Square at Cerruti Cellars, our inspired 
group of tasters participated in a long-
awaited memorable and entertaining 
experience. Led by lively, fun-loving, expert 
winemaker Ron Vuylsteke, we got to blend 
our own wine! 

 
After sampling the three carafes at each 
station brimming with premium not yet 
varietal red grape varieties from Tudal 
Family Vineyards, and getting some 
pointers from mentor Ron on shooting for 
the right balance of acidity and sweetness 
that is not too tart and not too fruity (we’re 
talking about wine here . . .), he let us dive 
in with our measuring tubes, beakers, wine 
glasses, and cleverly marked note-taking 
placemats. 

Murmurations and proclamations emerged 
as we concocted and sampled and shared 
our newborn libations with the joy of 
discovering what kind of works and what 
doesn’t. 

Completely opposite blending from one 
LFW comrade to the next made it even 
more fun. Whatever formula you earmarked 
(palate-marked?) whether your own, a 
friend’s or Ron’s became your wine which 

was custom labeled by Ron and capped by 
you to be shared at a special occasion.  

Our Lawyer Friends of Wine event was the 
very first blending session at Cerruti 
Cellars, and they’re open to doing at least 
one a month. The experience and resulting 
bottle was a great birthday present to my 
guest and will be opened at the holidays.  

Our July event was a back by popular 
demand visit to member Al Brayton’s 
Paradise View Vineyards in Sonoma which 

was a big hit for all who attended.  

If you sense Lawyer Friends of Wine 
provides exceptional opportunities for wine 
appreciation, camaraderie, and fun, it’s due 
in large part to our third-year President Eric 
Behrens, our extra hard working Program 
Chair Steve Martin who puts in many 
behind the scenes hours heading our 
program committee (volunteers welcome!), 
our Officers, our Board, and our Cellar 
Master.  

The lifeblood of our terrific group is our 
membership. We’ve got some openings, so 
share this newsletter with someone whom 
you might wish to sponsor (condone) as 
being a welcome new member. Our website 
is LawyerFriendsOfWine.com. 
 

Showoff Wine Quiz 

 
1. What entrepreneurial internationally 
leading industrialist in his field (he started 
40 years ago) has a wine collection worth 
$60,000,000, including a 6-litre bottle of 
1982 Château Lafite valued at $50,000? 

2. What does he manufacture that earns all 
this money and wine? [Answers at the end 
of this tome, don’t peek!] 

http://www.dashecellars.com/
http://www.dashecellars.com/
http://www.cerruticellars.com/
http://www.lawyerfriendsofwine.com/


“Where Should We Go?” Your 
Winery Tips for your Visitors  

 
A friend texted me that her mom was flying 
in and wants to visit some wineries. “Can 
you help us decide where to go?”   

I was able to answer by simply texting her 
to “Google: findery birddog wineries” which 
has my response at Findery.com 

Findery is a cool website created by the 
folks who started Flickr designed to help 
you leave “notes” on local knowledge, 
hidden secrets, stories and information 
about the world around you. You can 
annotate places in the real world and leave 
notes tagged to a specific geographic 
location.   

A note can be shared with the world, one to 
one, or only with yourself. It’s a free fun 
resource that can lead you to discoveries 
the “locals” are willing to share.  

“Try it. You’ll like it.” (. . . as the ad from the 
‘70’s said; do you remember the product? 
Click here.)   
 

Save the Dates! 
LFW Summer International Food & Wine 
Event: Saturday, August 16, 2014. 
 

Harvest Moon Dinner: Sullivan Winery, 
Saturday, September 13, 2014.  
Insider Tip: Do not miss this one.  
 

  

Holiday Cellar Dinner: Saturday, 
December 6, 2014, the Francisca Club,  
San Francisco.  

Details will appear in your e-mail flyers. 
 

Welcome New Members! 

Fletcher Alford, sponsored by Eric 
Behrens; Frederick Bradley, sponsored 
by Mike Marron; Richard Grant, 
sponsored by Skip Walker; Judith Keyes, 
sponsored by Eric Behrens; Doug 
Scullion, sponsored by Fletcher Alford; 

Bill Staples, sponsored by Bill Smith; and 
Daniel Mourning sponsored by Ralph 
Zappala. 
 

Quiz Answers:  
1. Peter Tseng, in 
Shenzhen, China, 
President of Hu Jintao.  

2. Sex toys. (“As I get older, 
I now prefer wine . . .”) 
[Source: Red Obsession a 
documentary film about 
China’s fixation on 
Bordeaux as a symbol of 
wealth and power, available on Netflix.] 

https://findery.com/BirdDog/notemaps/napa-valley-wineries-birddogs-notes
https://findery.com/faq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9qdfMYFl0Ic
http://www.sullivanwine.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=cZ-SdaIE6b-pUM&tbnid=3Y8VCoeA5laoUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.inetours.com/PagesWT/Wineries/O-R/Sullivan-Vineyards.html&ei=WObfU7mGMYH9igLUkIDgDg&psig=AFQjCNHRZmU9_5x6_yy-mM4WxJyoCRyxKA&ust=1407268814674582
http://www.winevine-imports.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/800x800/e5c3f25dbe2a3021345b55270d5894a1/w/e/welcome_wine_cheese_flag/wine-gifts-welcome-wine-and-cheese-party-flag-evergreen-wwcf-32.jpg

