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2012 President’s Message  
by Christopher Blunden 

Like a large 
percentage of 
our 
membership, 
Bill Smith 
(whom I 
buddied up with 
while at 
Hastings and 
who was the 
mastermind of 

our club trip to France) served as my 
sponsor to join LFW. Bill’s best-of-the-best 
courtroom and presentation skills always 
shine through whenever we can coax him 
to share a story or history relevant to our 
events. 

Early on we had a contest to create our 
logo, and we have continued using my 
design which goes into these newsletters 
and the event flyers I prepare and the club 
website I designed. 

It has been my genuine pleasure to serve 
as your president of Lawyer Friends of 
Wine for the last four years.  

During that time with the help of  
our hard working volunteer 
Board members and 
Committees, we’ve had many 
wonderful events and have 
ushered in some changes. 

When Steve Pitcher (whom we 
will honor at this Saturday’s 
annual dinner meeting) informed 
us he could no longer serve as 
Cellar Master due to declining 

health, I recruited our knowledgeable 
successor Rod Santos to fill the role.  

I’m most grateful for the many different 
varietals and venues Rod has helped us 
discover and for his expertise that he 
shares in selecting our wines and in 
explaining their respective provenances 
and nuances. You’ll find his report in the 
next article (and yes, there are two ways to 
spell the term for the master of the cellar). 

I’ve run out of superlatives to thank our 
Program Chair Steve Martin (who puts in  
so many hours on our behalves, I wake up 
thinking we must be violating wage and 
hour laws).  

And when his predecessor Skip Walker isn’t 
winning big cases, he, like former 
presidents Mike Marron and Paul Gutierrez, 
and Board member James Morando, 
offered his home on multiple occasions as a 
venue for our events. 

Mike Marron has been instrumental in 
guiding me with the spirit and traditions of 
the club as well as wordsmithing 
documentary items that will help future 
officers and board members appreciate 
how special our club is. 



The rest of 
our Board 
past and 
present 
including 
Ted Kolb, 
Eric 
Behrens, 
Mike 
Carbone, 
R.J. 
Waldsmith, 
Chris 
L’Orange, 
Ray Bergez, 
and Neil 
Bardack 

have all contributed in too many ways to 
itemize here, and their efforts will be noted 
in upcoming events now being planned. 

Denise Malatesta provides consistency, 
competency, and organizing skills that they 
don’t teach. You either have them or you 
don’t, and if you don’t, it’s a good thing she 
does. She is a genuine treasure to our 
group, and she has always come through 
for me in my role as president. 

During my term, I promoted having the club 
offer more rather than fewer great events 
during the year, and whether large or small 
in attendance, I think it’s fair to say we’ve 
had a lot of good wine, good food, and fun. 

We’ve reinstituted having luncheons in San 
Francisco at least twice a year. These 
serve as a fine opportunity for wine hosting 
by wineries interested in introducing us to 
their offerings and for us to bring guests as 
prospective new members of our club. 

With the support of our East Bay members, 
we’ve chopped off hours of their travel time 
for our bus (uh, I mean, motor coach . . .) 
events by adding a second vehicle to pick 
up in Orinda. San Francisco and Marin 
sign-ups consistently earn their pick up 
spots.  

We’ve enjoyed unique small group events 
(17 folks for the Pride Mountain Vineyard 
tour / wine country picnic, and around 30 for 
the midweek Riedel wine glass seminar). 

We’ve eliminated the “Sold Out: you-can’t- 
attend” disappointment for our premier 
holiday event by trying different venues. 
This year, we’ll be returning to pair our 
wines and camaraderie with the food and 
gorgeous views of the St. Frances Yacht 
Club. 

We’ve completed digitizing our club’s 
records so that members and committee 
volunteers can research past events and 
reports to improve the likelihood of success 
for future events. (These records are being 
scrutinized for privacy purposes, and the 
membership edition will become available 
soon.) 

In addition to electing a new president on 
March 8, 2012, our Board meeting will 
involve potentially approving a Waiver of 
Liability form we’ve been considering.  

As a protective reminder to event attendees 
to participate responsibly, and to preserve 
the opportunity for present and future 
members to enjoy the benefits of our club, 
consenting to this waiver will then become 
mandatory for those wishing to attend 
events.   

(It may also encourage more members to 
serve on committees, to qualify as “active” 
members, and to serve on the Board or as 
officers of our club. I’m hopeful that’s you.) 

Thanks to all who have shared wine tips 
and stories along the way. I’ll be serving on 
the Board another year and look forward to 
hearing from you to pass along your ideas 
for events and venues that will enable us to 
continue to enjoy wine, food, fun and our 
fellow lawyer friends of wine!  



Cellar Master Report 
by Rod Santos 

Greetings, wine enthusiasts!  

For those of you 
whom I’ve never 
met, my name is 
Rod Santos, and 
I am your LFW 
Cellarmaster.  

At last fall’s 
Board of 
Directors 
meeting, I 
offered to write 
this brief 
background on 
the wines 
currently occupying the Club’s “cellar”, as 
well as some ideas I have for the future of 
the collection.  

As you may know, I own a pair of wine 
shops in the East Bay called Wine Thieves. 
My partners started the business in 1999 
with one store in Lafayette, and I began 
teaching wine appreciation classes in the 
basement (also referred to as “the cellar”) in 
2001.  

I am a certified Specialist of Wine with the 
Society of Wine Educators, and have been 
proud to make wine my profession for the 
last eight years.  

Sadly, I found out my predecessor,  
SF-based wine writer 
Steve Pitcher, 
succumbed to a four-
year battle with throat 
cancer.  

As an avid researcher, 
author and educator in 
his own right, Steve 
knew a lot about wine. 
Specifically, he was a 
decorated proponent of 
Alsatian and German 
white wines, particularly 
riesling.  

However, when I assumed his post in June 
2009, I was surprised to find that he 

concentrated mostly on California reds and 
Australian shiraz in the LFW collection. In 
fact, with the exception of Roederer’s 
Estate Brut (Steve was a zealot for 
Anderson Valley) there was NO white wine 
to be found.  

Apparently, his impression was that the 
members’ primary interest lies strictly in the 
more modern “international” red wines.  

After multiple discussions with the Board, I 
concluded that instead, we should diversify 
the mix to include a broader scope of 
varieties and regions, while maintaining the 
age-worthiness of the wines.  

In addition, as we have exhausted some of 
the existing inventory, I have chosen 
selections that might offer greater flexibility 
for food pairing.  

For example, last year I was able to add 
two world-class wines from Spain and Italy, 
as well as replenish the sparkling wine with 
Champagne’s oldest family-owned 
producer, Gosset.  

Each year, these cellar wines are served at 
two signature events: the “Cellar Treasure” 
Dinner-Dance in March, and the Holiday 
“Claret” Dinner in December.  

Naturally, as your dues support this 
collection, it behooves you to attend both,  
if possible.  

Take a look at the LFW Cellar Inventory 
spreadsheet which includes the vintage, 
appellation, suggested drinkability and 
valuation of the various wines.  

Soon, I hope to add a few dry whites to the 
group, a passion that often evades the 
casual consumer.  

As always, please don’t hesitate to call or 
write with your questions or ideas. Thanks 
for your interest in LFW, and à votre santé! 

Cellar 33 Luncheon Thanks 

Delightful wines and proprietors of San 
Francisco’s newest winery (run by lawyers 
John and Katie Fones) were a real hit. We 
enjoyed their Santa Lucia Highlands Pinot, 
Keefer Ranch Chard, and Buck Hill Zin. 
Visit them when you have the chance!  

http://www.winethieves.com/about/teams.php
http://cellars33.com/index.html

