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LFW Q2 Review 
By Christopher Blunden 

Our March 2012 Cellar Treasure 
Dinner/Dance annual meeting in San 
Francisco at the Francisca Club was a 
jam-packed evening of great wine, fine 
food, live music, and fun.  

Our Board member election results were 
announced for three year terms: Eric 
Behrens, Skip Walker and Ray Bergez.  

Our 2012 officers elected by the Board 
are: James Morando (VP/Secty); Ray 
Berges (VP/Treas), and Eric Behrens 
(President) shown below with First Lady, 
Joyce. Congrats to all! 

 

Cellar Master Rod Santos awarded 
tastevins to deserving members James 
Morando and Bart Selden. 

Our annual report is being e-mailed to 
our members. 

 
The Cellar Treasure event is mandated 
by our club Bylaws, and (like our 
December holiday event) gives us a 
chance to “liquidate” some of our dues 
investments in our cellar wine.  

Mike Marron also provided a poetic 
farewell to former Cellar Master Steve 
Pitcher. Special thanks are owed to our 
reappointed Program Chair Steve Martin 
(and Kathleen) for arranging this event. 

 

 



April: Robert Mondavi Institute 
for Wine & Food Science 

Most in our club are continuing 
education students at heart, and to 

serve that thirst for 
knowledge, our new Pres 
Eric and Steve Martin 
arranged an intriging 
educational talk, tour, 
tasting, and lunch event at 
the U.C. Davis facilities 
recognized world-wide for 
winery, brewery, and food 
and milk processing. 

We explored the state-of-
the-art buildings and 
laboratories using 
construction standards that 
have earned the highest 
certification granted by the 
U.S. Green Building 
Council.   

We also learned a 
substantial contributor to Napa Valley’s 
uniqueness is it was under water long 
ago, and crunching tectonic plates 
ground up the diverse turf.  

For anyone interested in the future of 
the wine industry and some of its trade 
secrets, this was the event to attend. 
They even have a Wine Spectator Study 
Lounge. Where was this when we were 
in school? 
 

May: Our LFW “Spring Sojourn”  
Lieffs Us Wanting to Return 

“Membership has its privleges” proved 
to be true for all who attended this 
fantastic can’t-beat-it event. 

 

On a hillside overlooking the Rutherford 
District of Napa Valley, LFW member 
Robert Lieff and his wife Gretchen 
treated us to a beverage-enhanced visit 
of their “Auberge Road” vineyard, which 
produces  superb, estate-bottled wines.  

Robert Parker awarded the Lieff’s 2007 
and 2008 cabernets with 92+ and 93 
point ratings, consecutively. But we 
were also dazzled by their sauvignon 
blancs that Bob and Gretchen shared 
first. 

As we toured their five-acre site 
composed of five small blocks, each of 
which has slightly different soil, sun 
exposure and geological elements, Bob 
shared inspiring stories about the 
entrepreneurial challenges one faces to 
produce wine excellence.  

Our gourmet box lunches, brilliant wine, 
camaraderie, and great weather were so 
enjoyable, no one wanted to leave to be 
spoiled even further at our next stop, the 
“Taste Gallery” at Michael Mondavi 
Family Estate.  This VIP event was $65, 
including transportation. Huge kudos to 
the Lieffs, Steve Martin, and Rod Santos 
for making it happen.   



President’s Message 
by Eric Behrens 

The word “unique” 
has been so 
overused, especially 
in advertising, that it 
has lost its true 
meaning of “one of a 
kind.”  However, 
when it comes to the 
organization we 

belong to, Lawyer Friends of Wine, it is 
appropriate to call this organization 
unique (at least in the Bay Area). 

Where else will you find plaintiff and 
defense lawyers, public lawyers, and 
judges getting together, not because of 
the law, but because of their love of 
wine?   

The unique organization we belong to 
provides us with extraordinary access to 
wineries and vineyards, such as the 
recent visit to fellow member Bob Lieff’s 
spectacularly located vineyard high 
above the Napa Valley with his equally 
spectacular wines.   

  

LFW members who attended this event 
were not only given generous tastings of 
Bob and Gretchen’s uniformly delicious 
wines, they were able to purchase them 
at a substantial discount before they sell 
out.   

Or how about the trip to the Robert 
Mondavi Institute for Wine and Food 
Science at UC Davis, led by its 

Executive Director, and which included 
a guided wine tasting and a lecture by a 
UC Davis Professor.   

 
And then there’s the San Francisco tour 
of the Barbary Coast led by former 
President and history buff Paul 
Gutierrez, followed by an in-depth 
tasting of wines which made California 
famous, led by Cellarmaster Rod 
Santos. 

Speaking of our Cellarmaster, Rod is 
another facet of LFW which makes this 
organization unique. Rod has turned his 
love and knowledge of wine into a 
successful wine business with his Wine 
Thieves stores.   

The members of LFW are the fortunate 
beneficiaries of Rod’s expertise as he 
turns a portion of our membership dues 
into wines which are aging in our LFW 

cellar.   

These handpicked 
wines are enjoyed, 
when ready to 
drink, by the 
membership at our 
Annual Meeting 
dinner and at our 
Claret dinner in 
December. Rod 
assists the Board of 

LFW in innumerable other ways, 
including planning events, providing 
contacts for the Program Committee, 
and opening doors to unique wine-
related experiences which only an 
insider in the wine business can provide.   



The membership of LFW is very 
fortunate to have Rod’s uncompensated 
assistance with so many facets of this 
organization. 

I want to encourage you as members to 
attend as many LFW events as you can.   

 These outings  
involve a great 
deal of 
planning by 
the very hard 
working Chair 
of our 
Program 
Committee, 
Steve Martin, 
and the 
volunteer 
members of 
your Board.   

What other organization provides such 
enjoyable and instructive “turnkey” 
events (all you have to do is show up) at 
cost, not to mention the camaraderie 
these events generate?   

Please take advantage of your unique 
club.  See you at the next event! 
 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Stephen Gizzi, 
sponsored by Scott 
Reep;  

Everett Hewlett, 
sponsored by Eric 
Behrens; and  

Miriam Hiser, 
sponsored by Mike 
Marron. 

 

Save The Date 

July 28, 2012: Canard Winery in Napa  
(next to Clos Pegas) for dinner; 

September 22, 2012: Harvest Moon  – 
Winery Dinner (TBA). 

 


