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2016 – A Vintage Year! 
By Christopher B. Blunden  
 

In 2016, we launched what hopefully will be 
the next fifty years of our wonderful club 
with the Lawyer Friends of Wine 16th 
Annual Winter Follies – our ever popular 
and rowdy traditional event of blind tasting 
and judging of member-provided wines. 
This year’s event, organized by Geoff 
Dugan and Steve Martin was generously 
hosted by Skip and Anne Walker in their 
beautiful Italian-style villa overlooking 
Richardson Bay. 

Attendees participate in 
judging the People’s 
Choice awards and 
Cellar Master Rod 
Santos officially judges 
our Cellar Master 
awards. My entry, a 
Great Wall Cabernet 
Sauvignon hand carried 
from China was 

disqualified at the outset. Rod took one 
whiff and proclaimed those dreaded words, 
“It’s turned.” Nooooo. Are you sure?  

Some of us tasted it anyway. Thoughts of 
returning it did not prevail. Never fear. 
Amanda Cortes, my persistent pal has 
since brought back another despite my 
protestations, so blind tasters, see if you 
can spot it in January 2017, when our 17th 
annual Winter Follies event is again 
generously hosted by Skip and Anne. 

In February, after many years of superb 
service to our club, hard-working Program 
Chair, Steve Martin passed the duty-laden 

baton to our 
new Program 
Chair, Beryl 
Crumpton 
Potter. 

Ever the 
volunteer, 
Steve has 
retained the 
duties of 
serving as our 
Nametag Czar, 
which includes 
coordinating all 
of the attendee 

names for each event, getting the magnetic 
badges to the event early, and tracking 
them down when festive members depart 
with them. Beryl is appreciating first-hand 
the myriad tasks of the Program Chair, 
including planning our events, previewing 
venues and food, coordinating contracts, 
estimating attendance, negotiating and 
setting favorable pricing to break even while 
seeking the best attendance, and obtaining 
attendee wine purchase discount pricing. 

A toast to Steve and Beryl for their vital 
contributions to the success of our club! 

In March, we returned to San Francisco’s 
Villa Taverna for our Cellar Treasure Dinner 
& Annual Meeting. Club President, Rod 
Marraccini presided over the short business 
meeting and announcement of the 2016-
2019 Board of Directors:  Rod Marraccini, 
Ralph Zappala and Mark Oium. 

Our officers for 2016 – 2017 elected by the 
Board were also announced: President: 
Rod Marraccini; Vice President/Secretary: 
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Chris L’Orange; Vice President/Treasurer: 
James Morando. 

 

March also 
ushered in the 
Rosetta Stone of 
“How To” for 
Lawyer Friends 
of Wine. Created 
by Mike Marron 
are 31 pages of 
Administrative 
Procedures 
Guidelines & 

Information with that very same title 
enabling reasonable persons to grab the 
wheel and keep our club going for the next 
half century.  

Mike and Geoff Dugan also joined forces to 
crank out Lawyer Friends of Wine’s Third 
Amended Bylaws which reflect updated 
technology and best practices for the 
governance of our organization. These are 
major contributions which will benefit all 
members for many years to come.  

Our Summer Sojourn in May was one of 
LFW's unique and incredible VIP small 
group (24) events on a beautiful weekend in 
the Napa Valley. We toured the spectacular 
state-of-the-art winery and hospitality center 
of Hall Wines and enjoyed a private tasting 
of some of their finest offerings.  

 
Ten minutes from there, our festive group 
reunited at the wonderful by-the-vineyards 
setting of Taplin Cellars. Cellar Master Rod 
shared historic and wine growing insights 
as we sipped and walked among the grape 

vines of the gorgeous Mayacamas 
benchland, followed by more tasting and 
lunch in Taplin’s vineyard-side room.   

 

It’s no accident that the local boy long-time 
insider connections of Rod Santos enable 
our attendees to be transmuted from just 
being the general public to experiencing 
such hidden gems of the wine-country.  

At this writing, we have some membership 
slots available to get back to our 100 
member limit, so Dear Reader, if you or 
someone you know would appreciate being 
a part of the fun, pass the word and this 
link. 

Although June is notoriously the toughest 
month to have events 
due to schedule 
conflicts, our intrepid 
Program Chair Beryl 
faced the challenge 
head-on by arranging an 
enticing outing featuring 
the wonderful wines and 
wine country settings of 

Pride Mountain Vineyards and the family 
owned O’Brien Estate, and included lunch 
at the “Vintner’s Table” at Chef Bob 
Hurley’s Restaurant in Yountville.  

Our July event marked the 40th anniversary 
of the infamous “Judgment of Paris.” Our 
lucky members gathered at the hillside 
home of Cellar Master Rod and his wife 
Dianne to re-create a portion of that historic 
event. 

 

http://www.hallwines.com/schedule-a-tour-and-tasting
https://www.taplincellars.com/
http://www.lawyerfriendsofwine.com/contact-us/
http://www.pridewines.com/estate/winery
http://www.obrienestate.com/About-Us
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judgment_of_Paris_(wine)
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We were treated to freshly-sabered 
sparkling wine, then given a brief 
introduction to six of the California wineries 
that defeated their French counterparts all 
those years ago. 

Rod then lead us in our own “blind” tasting 
of current releases of the winning producers 
including Stag's Leap Wine Cellars, 
Chateau Montelena, Chalone Vineyards, 
Ridge Vineyards, and Mayacamas 
Vineyards. Grgich Hills chardonnay was 
also included, since Mike Grgich made the 
1973 Montelena. The day concluded with a 
gourmet boxed lunch, accompanied by 
remaining wines and a few surprises from 
Rod and Dianne’s cellar. 

In August privately-owned wineries 
beckoned again – this time, Robert Biale 
Vineyards, with their old vine zinfandel 
(including Robert Parker 94 pts Black 
Chicken and Stagecoach) and then to 
Jungle Love Vineyard / Okapi Wines.  

Prior to our al fresco luncheon, our 
President Rod Marraccini and wife Linda 
sipped with locals in the jungle enjoying the 
Okapi 2015 Sauvignon Blanc, Fascination 
(which is already sold out). 

 

In September, by popular demand, we 
coaxed Cellar Master Rod (who himself 
was a home-brewer and who now manages 
the North Coast for Drake’s Brewing 
Company which has been micro brewing in 
the Bay Area since 1989) to host us in 
Drake’s private dining room in Oakland to 
lead us in a tutored tasting of various beer 
styles, followed by lunch. 

Garbed in traditional Bavarian Lederhosen 
with matching hat, our Beer Meister 
provided a minor master-course on many 
intricacies of America’s most popular 
fermented beverage: beer. A flight of five 
tasting “samples”, one pint of our favorite, 
and lunch complemented our well-satiated 
quest for knowledge about quality suds. 

For October, Program Committee member 
Mark Penskar arranged a creative new 
experience for our traditional wine dinner 
Harvest Moon/Hunter’s Moon event to take 
place at Oakland’s Chabot Space & 
Science Center. 

To the disappointment of many, this event 
and the cosmos could not be observed due 
to inclement weather and was cancelled. 

In November, we immediately bounced 
back with a sellout Wineglass Seminar & 
Dinner event at Postino in Lafayette, CA. 
 

 

http://biale.com/about/heritage/
http://biale.com/about/heritage/
http://www.okapiwines.com/
http://drinkdrakes.com/
http://drinkdrakes.com/
http://www.postinorestaurant.com/
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Dave Phillips and Rob Griffin, long-time 
managers with the venerable California 
importer/distributor, Wine Warehouse 
shared their incomparable knowledge of the 
source of wine flavors (including bacteria  
that triumphantly penetrates roots) and the 
delivery system glassware that is 
specifically designed to maximize the wine 
tasting experience.   

 

We first met Dave and Rob in a similar 
superb LFW event in 2010 featuring Reidel 
glassware. This time, we had the 
opportunity to evaluate Schott-Zwiesel 
stemware manufactured in Germany. 

The first thing we were to do was compare 
how these glasses are exquisitely balanced 
with a dramatic sense of flair that makes 
them incredibly elegant. 

Next, they undertook to make believers of 
us. It is astounding how tasting a wine in 
one of the three provided basic shapes 
influenced the placement of the wine on 
one’s palate to enhance the flavor. That 
same wine was then tasted in a typical 
restaurant glass with a rolled lip. We each 
proclaimed the wine bad or unrecognizable. 
(The wrong glass killed even the most 
ambitious varietal. Lesson: bring your own.) 

We got to keep the good glasses as 
working souvenirs, and many of us utilized 
our significant Lawyer Friends of Wine 
event discount to acquire more.  

(Tip: the kitchen faucet is known to break 
more fine glassware while handwashing 
than using a dishwasher. Schott Zwiesel,  
in business for 130 years, developed a new 
patented process that replaces the lead 
oxide (that other crystal manufacturers use) 
with titanium oxide, resulting in brighter 

crystal that is practically unscratchable and 
virtually unstainable. They are dishwasher 
safe with no clouding, resist spotting and 
can survive dropping in some cases!)  

Our “first week in December” Holiday Claret 
Dinner event this year was at the Francisca 
Club in San Francisco. Our sparkling wine 
reception featured Monthuys Brut Reserve 
and Roederer Estate Brut and four different 
fancy multi word hors d'oeuvres. 

Our dinner wines for those of you keeping 
score were: 2014 Gamling & McDuck 
Chenin Blanc, Suisun Valley, 2005 Chateau 
Pontet-Canet, Pauillac (appreciated value 
while in the cellar went from $80 to 
$180/bottle), and 2013 Casa Nuestra 
“Dorado” Late Harvest Colombard, Oakville. 

The Pauillac was the final lot purchased by 
our former Cellar Master Steve Pitcher to 
whom we toasted. Cellar Master Rod 
honored it with a detailed explanation of its 
provenance tracing its roots to the early 
18th century. 

This year, our annual Holiday Tie Contest 
featuring favorite kitschy, Solstice-themed 
neckwear was expanded to include 
brooches that deserve to be shamelessly 
paraded around the room. 

Yours truly decided to forgo the 
brooch, scoured the internet, and 
invested in an electronic 
Holythreads 7-Color-Changing 
Fiber Optic Tie. I thought it might 
be a dud, but as the night wore on, 
it was fun to see folks somewhat 
mesmerized by the thing. 

Joyce Hicks came through with the 
proper spirit and pizzazz to launch the 
competitive brooch holiday accessory, and 
as a result of an equal finish, one of those 
nice Dorado wines was awarded to each of 
us. 

It truly has been a vintage year, and we 
have the personnel and knowhow to make 
2017 another great one. Special Kudos to 
Denise Malatesta for her ongoing 
administrative skills and to James Morando 
of Farella Braun + Martel LLP for so 
generously donating office space for our 
Board meetings throughout the year. 

http://www.thewinecellarinsider.com/bordeaux-wine-producer-profiles/bordeaux/pauillac/pontet-canet/
http://www.thewinecellarinsider.com/bordeaux-wine-producer-profiles/bordeaux/pauillac/pontet-canet/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjt1qO12ODQAhWEslQKHfbCAwsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.frattanks.com/holythreads-7-color-changing-fiber-optic-tie.html&psig=AFQjCNFij4CpsjKaojm-iy2atLYcj_qMUA&ust=1481152284414140
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Welcome Our New Members! 

John Bobay, sponsored by Mike Marron; 
Colm Glass, sponsored by Mike Marron; 
James Potter, sponsored by Beryl Potter; 
Valerie Uribe, sponsored by Bill Smith; 
Alicia Becerril, sponsored by Paul Gutierrez. 

If you know a potential new member, please 
send them a copy of this newsletter and 
direct them to our website: 
http://www.lawyerfriendsofwine.com/ 

 

2017  
Save the Date!  

Saturday,  
January 21, 2017:  
LFW's 17th Annual 
Winter Follies. 

 

Et Al. / 
Member 
Suggested 
Events  
If you have a 
personal thumbs-
up opinion on an 
upcoming event 
that our members 
are likely to be 
pleased you’ve alerted them to discover, 
let us know what it is and why you like it.  

 

In Memorium 

We regretfully 
acknowledge the 
passing of our 
member Lyman 
Daniel Bedford, 
known to most of his 
friends and family as 
"Ladd." 

There will be a 
Memorial, December 

11, 2016 at 2:00 PM at Keaton's Funeral 
Home in San Rafael. 

 

http://www.lawyerfriendsofwine.com/
mailto:Admail007@pacbell.net?subject=Et%20Al%20-%20LFW%20Member%20Suggested%20Events
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/marinij/obituary.aspx?n=lyman-daniel-bedford&pid=182969186

