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Recapping an Outstanding Event  

It’s a cold and rainy Saturday night on the 
sixth of December in the City. But, inside 
the Skylight Private Dining Room of Harris’ 
Steak House, there’s nothing but warmth. 

Sixty-six lucky lawyers and friends are 
being treated to a sparkling evening of food, 
fun and festivities opening with Roederer 
Estate Sparkling Wine, Anderson Valley 
(served from magnums). 

During dinner, the savored beverages 
include 1998 Hidden Mountain Ranch 
Zinfandel (Paso Robles), and, the elegant  
1995 PlumpJack Cabernet Sauvignon, 
(Oakville Estate) which has ripened into a 
$200 per bottle experience. 

Our resident expert Steve Pitcher shares 
insights concerning each of these wonderful 
offerings as well as special nuances of the 
“brandy capped” 1997 Taylor Fladgate Late 
Bottled Vintage Port. 

Our new logo (featured above) makes its 
debut, and (with no fashion police in sight) 
a contest for the greatest holiday tie 
ensues. In the midst of the competition, 
Paul Gutierrez provides a spontaneous 
utterance, “It’s a tie!”  

OK, you had to be there. 
And if you weren’t, you 
missed a good one.  But 
the magic is consistently 
reproduced and will 
occur at Harris' 
Restaurant on Saturday, 
December 4, 2004, so 

mark your calendar now. (And don’t forget 
to bring your most remarkable holiday tie, 
with or without batteries.) 

Best Wine Buy By-Line  
        By Christopher Blunden 

What’s your favorite source for buying 
wine? As lawyers are inclined to respond to 
any question of merit, “That depends.”  

As the new editor of your newsletter (having 
gotten “volunteered” by sitting with R. J. 
Waldsmith and Bill Smith at our last event)  
I thought I’d offer more than a new look for 
it.  For each issue, I plan to offer some 
resources for all of us and from all of us. 

Here are some I use: 

 Wine Spectator has on-line ratings you 
can select by Varietal, Price, and Vintage. 
Very robust, and their ratings consistently 
suit my personal taste. You can assemble 
your own shopping list and print or e-mail it. 
http://www.winespectator.com/Wine/Wine_
Ratings/Wine_Search/1,1389,,00.html 

 Beverages & More (BevMo) has on-line 
searches by Varietal that you can sort by 
Price and Rating. (Those wines that are 
rated have ratings from miscellaneous 
contributors, and include medal winners for 
wines that might otherwise be unrated.) I 
buy online to take advantage of monthly 
online bargains (no extra discount for 
cases) and the convenience of having it all 
picked, packed, and paid for upon my 
arrival. (You flash your credit card and 
you’re out of there, fast.) They deliver, too.  
http://www.bevmo.com 

 Costco. If you already know what you 
want from the above resources, Costco 
may have it. (I picked up some Beringer 
2000 Chard Private Reserve for $24. It was 
$29 at BevMo and $36 at Safeway.)  
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Costco also sells by the case online, but 
offerings are different from what’s in our 
California stores, and you pay for shipping.  

If you shop Costco in the store, you’ll 
usually be getting loose unpacked bottles, 
so you might want to bring your own bottle 
separator box. (Safeway has some terrific 
6-pack wine carrier cartons that resemble 
old fashioned cardboard carriers for 6-
packs of bottles of soda, and they fold flat, 
so you might bring a couple of these.) 

http://www.costco.com/frameset.asp?trg=ca
tegory%2Easp&catid=3605&log= 

 Safeway. Yes, Safeway. Flagship 
stores like San Ramon provide great 
selection, and sometimes the best prices. 

A modest example: at BevMo I learned 
about Chateau St. Jean’s 2001 Chardonnay 
(Sonoma County) earning a Silver Medal in 
the 2003 Los Angeles County Fair Wine 
Competition. BevMo price: $10.99, but on 
special for $9.99 for ClubBev folks.  

Wine Spectator rates it 86 and shows a 
price of $14. So, get it at BevMo right? 
Well, at this writing Safeway has it at $8.99, 
with their Safeway Club Card and one more 
wrinkle: Safeway gives 10% off for half 
case purchases (6 bottles of wine). That 
knocks a $14 bottle down to $8.09. Plus, 
Safeway lets you mix or match that half 
case purchase. 

In my experience, if Safeway doesn’t have 
six bottles of the same wine on hand, they’ll 
give you a raincheck. And they’ll keep 
giving you the raincheck price until you can 
get all six bottles. That’s customer service.  

Also, Safeway delivers (first delivery is free, 
$10 thereafter). You can search what they 
have and order online. 
http://shop.safeway.com/superstore/default.
asp?page=g 

 Resources from our Lawyer Friends of 
Wine readers: I’ve left out some resources 
for next time which I’ll add to others you 
help us all to discover. Send your tips to 
cblunden@presentationlab.com 
  

Lawyer Friends of Wine Packets! 

In addition to this last newsletter of the 
year, you should also find in this December 
mailing: 
 Dues Notice 
 Membership Roster (please inform 

Denise know if any information is 
inaccurate) 

 Membership Policy 
 2004 Tentative Schedule of Events 
 Nomination Sheet for Board Members 

 
 
 
 

Denise Malatesta 
confirms we have 
four positions 
opening up on the 
Board for 2004. 
The nominating 
procedure is 
explained in the 
Nomination 
Sheet. There are 
four meetings per 
year. Your 

participation can help make this year’s 
events and membership benefits the best 
ever!  

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS! 
 

John Drath 
sponsored by  
Ray Bergez 
 
Charlene Mitchell 
sponsored by  
Bill Smith 
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