LFW
Grapevine

Volume 8, Issue 4 Dec 2009

2010 1 Here We Come! So 81% of our responding members agree

r Board members, former Presiden
Presi dent §6&hrisopherBlundenb your Board members, former Presidents,
and active committee members who

Wow, what an excitingyearo ur ¢ | ub 0 s jnfeded so many hours putting together a
Il n this issue 10611 s har2809 ocalendarilledmith twelve terdiy
results concerning what our members want events deserve our sincere thanks.

and appreciate most about LFW, what they _ Planning these events, particularly in these
donoit hlei kcehal | enges we 0 ¥Bnohilfy Bridertain times, is not without

providing wonderfy! events all year long in challenge.
2009, and the exciting year our members
can look forward to based on (1) what In 2009,
wevd learned,and (2)t he stmeps we @°M€
taking to make 2010 our best year ever. evznts were
. under-
Goals & Survey Results In creating our
. attended,
website, | put these words on each fWo
; webpage: potentially
Festive events great ones were cancelled due to not
for lawyers meeting the mininums, and one, the most

recent (our annual Holiday Claret Dinner in

h iat
wibgppracia December) had a huge demand and waiting

gresd friends. list resulting in many members being
and/great:wine unable to attend.
As president, my So what are we doing right, and what needs
goal has been to fixino?
fulfill this theme. .
LT TS theme 2009 Rewind
By far the most _ .
e popular response to To predi (ft where wedre g
our survey question fWhat do you like best where weoOve been

about your LFWwasember s
Afriendship/ camaraderi e

~ ” 0 Rewind to January 2009 where
weethorbwghilysejoyed our 9th

foll owed by fAtasting fi wannuel §Vinter Follies asthet i n g
wineries, o0 and fidiverse W cMalrevéntsbode featu
Inresponsetooursur vey qWeast i on, n contest greatfood and lots of fun.

is your belief regarding the number of LFW [Note: you'll be getting your flyer for this

eventseachyear’o 5 of the 26 ryesaponsdanty |wiledsgotss we e k
mar ked Atoo many event swer leffoben MEniekieid/guests last

fabout the right numberyespfvaBvYeRtesoi @aBdonNafrien
one mar ked Anot enough deivsecnotvse.r(‘)ing great wine?


http://lawyerfriendsofwine.com/

In February, we renewed our well attended As previously noted, Rod impressed our
LFW luncheoneventat Al fr ed 6 s S imemediatelyassemabled Succeessor Cellar

arranged by Mike Carbone featuring wines Master Committee, and thereafter the
of Amici Cellars and guest speaker/owner Board, with his credentials, in-the-trenches
Jeff Hansen. everyday experience and knowledge,
In March, our stellar Annual Meeting / friendly and interactive demeanor, and
Cellar Treasure Dinner arranged by Steve creative ideas for future events. Those who
Pitcher featured an elaborate, exotic four- have since seen Rod in action are equally
course meal pleased he graciously accepted the
prepared by appointment with unanimous approval from
star chef our Board.
Dominique In May, the last of the events planned far in
Crenn advance by Steve was another high-note
("Hotel event: our uniqgue and memorable bus trip
Chef of the to Quivira Vineyards & Winery.
Year" 2008, e s e B
Esquire o L e
Magazine), :
dancing,
and brilliant

club wines at the InterContinental Hotel. It
was absolutely fantastic 1 and under

attended. ‘&Y
Although still in the afterglow of unending Y ' AN i i ]
complements for the March event, Steve AWiner y v i sitso tied wit
Pitcher surprised us at the very next Board event for qur most preferred events in our
meeting in April sdory annggied Sridthi€ rigifdvhg an interesting
be retiring from serving as our Cellar educational tour and terrific wine and food
Master. in a great setting was a prime reason why.
Now what? Lawyer Friends of Friends? June events compete with graduations,
A wine cellar committee made up of club weddings and Fatheros Da
members was contemplated by the Board. deliberately avoided June this time.
April brought the terrific Palmaz event In July we tried a new venue to celebrate
prepared by Carl Shetter which is still being Bastille Day.
raved about by the small group that However,
attended. serveral
[I missed that one and was that day untested
lobbying Rod Santos to variables
o5 W become our successor contributed to
Wy Cellar Master whom | this being not
(among other members it as magical as
turns out) have relied we seek, and
upon for years in his as always,
capacity as a co-owner webre op
and active purveyor of suggestions to
wines at Wine Thieves improve our
located in Lafayette and venue and
\\ Clayton.] pricing for next

time.


http://www.winethieves.com/news/news.html

On August 8, a wonderful sunset wine
country dinner, string duo, terrific wines,
and a shuttle from Glen Ellen, arranged by
Dave Anderson for up to 30 people had to
be cancelled because so few signed up.

However, we bounced back on August 27
with our second Luncheon at Alfred's
Steakhouse sponsored by Sculpterra
Winery. Our entrepreneurial Wine hosts
discovered us though our website, and |
checked them out in Paso Robles.

[ Note: now through
they are offering LFW members a 50%
discount on all their wonderful cabs just as
they did at our luncheon. Be sure you
mention Lawyer Friends of Wine.]

In September, we coaxed our Events
Committee Chair Skip Walker to have us
back for another Blast by the Bay, and
those who attended and/or brought guests
(we had room for many more) were richly
rewarded with a great evening of wine,
dancing, food, and fun overlooking the bay.

October brought another survey favorite i
our Harvest Moon Event, this time at
Whitehall Lane arranged by Rod Santos.

A
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| regret missing this one due to an untimely
inconvenience i an 80% loss house fire
two days prior (suspected origin: varmint
chewed wires) but rest assured, no survey
response data was lost!

November was to be our Winter Weekender
Getaway to Santa Cruz Wineries and the
Seascape Beach Resort meticulously
arranged by Steve Martin, but this too had
to be cancelled because so few signed up.
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Steve Pitcherds
Master, Denise Malatesta as our Club
Administrator, and enjoyed fine food,
excellent wine, and our Holiday Tie contest.

Events Committee Chair Skip Walker
cogently described our ongoing challenge:
fOne of the things we are trying to figure
out is what makes this particular event [the
Claret dinner] so popular. We had a terrific
Cellar Treasure Dinner in March, and it was
undersubscribed. We ended up having to
get a smaller venue. Then our events in
August and November had such limited
commitments that we had to cancel them.
So here we are with our December event
sold out within two days and with a waiting
list of at least ten members.o
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